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RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SYMPATHY AND SINCERE 
CONDOLENCES OF THE SENATE ON THE DEATH OF THE HONORABLE 
AQUILINO “NENE” QUILINGING PIMENTEL JR ., FORMER SENATE 
PRESIDENT AND FATHER OF THE “LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE”

WHEREAS, the H onorable Aquilino “Nene” Quilinging Pim entel J r . ,  a 
d istingu ished  public servant, a fearless hum an  righ ts lawyer, 
parliam en ta rian , and  legislator, a  s tau n ch  defender of dem ocracy, a  family- 
oriented  and  religious m an, and  the Father of the Local G overnm ent Code, 
passed  away on 20 O ctober 2019, a t the age of 85;

WHEREAS, in his a lm ost five decades of illustrious and  unb lem ished  
career a s  a public seiwant, he served the governm ent in various capacities: 
Delegate to the 1971 C onstitu tional Convention rep resen ting  M isam is 
O riental; Mayor of Cagayan de Oro City (1980-1984); B atasang  P am bansa  
A ssem blym an (1984-1986); M inister/Secretary  of Local G overnm ent, 
P residential Adviser and  Chief Negotiator with the M uslim Rebels (1986- 
1987); Senato r (1987-1992; 1998-2004; 2004-2010); Senate Majority Leader 
(June  3, 2002 -  Ju ly  23, 2002); Senate President (November 13, 2000 -  
J u n e  30, 2001); Senate Minority Leader (2004-2010 and  Ju ly  23, 2001 -  
J u n e  3, 2002); and Member of the Consultative Com m ittee to review the 
•1987 C onstitu tion  (2018);

WHEREAS, in 1980, despite a very limited cam paign fund, he w as 
elected Mayor of Cagayan de Oro City, b u t he was ousted  for “political 
tu rn co a tism ” by the Com m ission on Elections in 1981 while he w as on a



private tra in ing  course id the United S tates, only to be re in sta ted  to h is 
position in order to defuse the escalating turm oil caused  by the peaceful 
dem onstra tions and  non-violent pro tests staged by his fellow C agayanos 
th a t had alrcadv m ade the national headlines;

WHEREAS, in 1984, he won a seat in the B atasang  P am bansa  b u t he 
w as again ousted  on allegations of cheating  in the elections, th u s  
aggravating the growing sen tim en ts against injustice, fraud, and  corrup tion , 
and  prom pting him and  Mrs. Corazon Aquino to rally the O pposition and  
intensify their cam paign in pressuring  the governm ent to hold 
e lections”;

^snap

WHEREAS, a true patrio t and  na tionalist who w ished to un ite  the 
O pposition beyond personal am bition, he graciously stepped aside as the 
personal choice of Mrs. Corazon Aquino to be her ru n n in g  m ate in the 
presiden tia l election to give way to the political pa rtn e rsh ip  being pushed  by 
influential opposition leaders;

WHEREAS, in 1986, he was appointed M inistcr/S ecre tary  of Local 
G overnm ent and  Presidential Adviser and Chief Negotiator with the Muslim 
Rebels, b u t later resigned to run  for the Senate in the 1987 elections;

WHEREAS, a s  Senator, he au thored  several key pieces of legislation, 
m ost notably the Organic Act for the Local G overnm ent Code of 1991 for 
w hich he w as hailed as the “F ather of the Local G overnm ent Code”, and  the 
O rganic Act for the A utonom ous Region in M uslim M indanao;

WHEREAS, on Septem ber 16, 1991, he, along w ith then  Senate 
P resident Jovito Salonga and  S enators J u a n  Ponce Enrile, Agapito Aquino, 
Jo sep h  E strada , Teofisto G uingona J r .,  Sotero Laurel, O rlando M ercado, 
E rnesto  M aceda, Victor Ziga, Rene Saguisag and  W igberto T ahada,
collectively known a s  the “Magnificent 12”, voted against the extension of
the  Ph-US B ases Treaty th a t ended years of foreign m ilitary presence in the 
Philippines;

WHEREAS, a s  chairm an  of the Blue Ribbon Com m ittee, he
recom m ended the prosecution  of top governm ent officials involved in the 
Expo Pilipino C entennial scam , the m isuse of the funds of the R etirem ent 
and  Separation  Benefits System  of the Armed Forces, and  the issuance  of 
fake land titles by certain  Land Registration A dm inistration personnel;

WHEREAS, as chairm an  of the Com mittee on Local G overnm ent, he 
supported  far-reaching am endm en ts to fu rther streng then  the  role of local 
governm ent u n its  in national development;

WHEREAS, during* h is tenure  as Senate President, the  Senate
registered an  im pressive record in term s of laws enacted , the m ost 
significant of which were R.A. 8759 or the “Public Em ploym ent Service 
Office Act of 1999”; R.A. 8980 or the “Early Childhood Care an d



Developm ent Aet”, R.A. 8976 or the “Philippine Food Fortification Act of 
2000”; R.A. 8791 or the “G eneral B anking La\\  ̂ of 2000”; R.A. 8792 or the  
“Electronic Com m erce Act of 2000”, R.A. 9003 or the “Ecological Solid W aste 
M anagem ent Act of 2000”, R.A. 8991 or the “B atanes Protected Area Act of 
2000”; R.A. 8970 which Prohibits the M anufacture, Im portation, 
D istribution  an d  Sale of Laundry and  Industria l D etergents with Hard 
S u rfac tan ts ; R.A. 8981 or the PRC M odernization Act of 2000”, and  R.A. 
9064 or the “National Athletes, Coaches and  T rainers Benefits and  
Incentives Act of 2001 or “Sports Benefits and Incentives Act of 2001”;

WHEREAS, during  the im peachm ent trial of then  President Jo sep h  
Ejercito E strada , his personal ties with the P resident notw ithstand ing , he 
voted in favor of unsealing  the envelope because he felt th a t "it w as the only 
way to determ ine w hether or not the con ten ts of the envelope were relevant 
to the ease a t bar", and  losing the vote, he resigned a s  Senate President;

WHEREAS, as an  advocate of the federal form of governm ent, he 
au tho red  and  actively supported  the bill th a t would shift the  coun tiy  into a 
Federal Republic in order to increase decentralization, g reater local power 
and  access to resources m ost especially am ong regions ou tside  Metro 
Manila, thereby giving them  defined autonom y for self-rule with lim ited 
independence from the central governm ent and speeding up  the 
m odernization and  developm ent of the country;

WHEREAS, for his “sterling qualities of a true  leader and  advocate of 
na tionalist issues" and  for "his unw avering efforts in nation-bu ild ing  
th rough  jud ic ious legislation, unblem ished public seiwice and  v irtuous 
advocacy," form er Senate President Pimentel J r . ,  “an  accom plished barriste r, 
educato r, au th o r, local executive, public adm in istra to r, national legislator, 
activ ist and  a loving father and  g randfa ther,” received the Benigno S. Aquino 
Award for N ationalism  from the Federation of Catholic Schools Alum ni 
A ssociations (FeCaSAA);

WHEREAS, the death  of a  respected sta tesm an , an  inspiring leader, a 
m an of hum ility , honesty, and  integrity, a patriot, and  an  icon of dem ocracy, 
who had  dedicated his life for the betterm ent of h is beloved country , and  
who had  stood aga in st all odds in protecting dem ocracy and  in fighting 
ab u ses  in governm ent, facing the struggles unafra id  and  unm indful of the 
dangers to h is own life, is a great loss to the nation and to the Filipino 
people: Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, To express, a s  it hereby expresses, its 

profound sym pathy and  sincere condolences on the death  of the Honorable 

Aquilino “Nene” Quilinging Pim entel J r .,  form er Senate President and  F a ther 

of the  “Local G overnm ent Code.”



RESOLVED, FURTHER, T hat a  copy of th is  Resolution be given to the 

bereaved family of the late Senator Aquilino “Nene” Quilinging Pim entel J r .  

Adopted,

TO III
•esidentSenate P


