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AN ACT

CREATING A DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES, 

PROVIDING FOR ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

N ature h a s  b lessed  ou r coun try  w ith a b u n d a n t an d  diverse m arine  

resources. S tudies have show n th a t Philippine seas hold a t least 2 ,000 species of 

fish, 5 ,000 species of m ollusks, c ru s tacean s  an d  o ther m arine life, 22 species of 

w hales and  dolphins, m ore th a n  900 species of seaweed, and  m ore th a n  400 

species of corals.

This precious m arine resources are valuable to the  life and  livelihood of the  

Filipino people. O ur seas supply  food for m illions of Filipinos. It is estim ated  th a t 

m ore th an  30 million Filipinos are dependent on these  m arine resources for 

survival.

The fishing in d u stry ’s contribution  to the  co u n try ’s G ross Dom estic P roduct 

(GDP) were 1.6% and  1.8% a t cu rren t and  co n stan t 2 ,000 prices, respectively. This 

tran s la tes  to som e P I97 billion for cu rren t prices and  P I 30 billion for co n stan t 

prices for the  cou n try ’s GDP of P12, 643.00 billion (current prices) and  P7, 164 
billion (constant prices).

The in d u stry  also accounted  for 13.8% (P197billion) an d  18.3% (P131billion) 

of the  G ross Value Added in A griculture, H unting, Forestry an d  Fishing G roup of



P I, 428 billion an d  P717.8 billion a t cu rren t an d  co n stan t prices, respectively. 

This is the  largest share  next to agricu ltu ral crops.

The C onstitu tion  u n d e r Article XIII Section 7 g u aran tees the  right of 

subsistence  fisherm en to the  preferential u se  of the  com m unal m arine an d  fishing 

grounds, which the S tate  shall protect, develop an d  conserve, including offshore 

fishing grounds th a t shall be protected  against foreign in trusion .

This bill seeks the  creation of a  D epartm ent of F isheries and  Aquatic 

R esources to en su re  the  protection, developm ent an d  su sta in ab le  u se  of our seas 

and  m arine resou rces for the  benefit of our people, including sub sis ten ce  

fisherm en entirely dependen t our seas for the ir livelihood.

Due to the  foregoing considerations, the  passage of th is  bill is earnestly  

sought.

This is a  Senate co u n terp art bill to one filed in the  H ouse of R epresentatives 

by Rep. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.
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AN ACT

CREATING A DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES, 

PROVIDING FOR ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and  the House of Representatives of the 

Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. T itle. - This Act shall be know n as  the  "D epartm ent of 

Fisheries an d  Aquatic R esources Act of 2016."

SEC. 2. D e c la ra tio n  o f  P o lic ie s . - It is hereby declared the  policy of the  

S tate  to prom ote the susta inab le  developm ent an d  m anagem ent of all fisheries, 

m arine an d  aquatic  resou rces in Philippine w aters including its  exclusive 

economic zone (EEZ) an d  in the  ad jacen t high seas, consisten t w ith the  prim ordial 

objective of m a in ta in in g  a  so u n d  ecological b a lan ce  a n d  p ro te c tin g  th e  
environm ent.

The S tate  shall protect and  conserve the  nation  s m arine w ealth in its 

a rch ipelag ic  w a te rs , te rr ito ria l sea  an d  EEZ. The S ta te  sh a ll ad o p t th e  

precau tionary  principle as  guide to conserve the co u n try ’s m arine and  aquatic  
resources.

The S tate  shall reserve the  u se  an d  enjoym ent of its  m arine an d  aquatic  

w ealth  exclusively to Filipino citizens and  en su re  the  protection of the  righ ts of 

sm all-scale fisherm en in  the  preferential u se  of com m unal m arine, fisheries and  

aquatic  resources. The S tate th rough  its agencies shall provide sm all scale



fisherm en with the  appropria te  technical and  financial support so they m ay 

susta inab ly  cultivate these  m arine resources.

SEC. 3. C rea tio n . ■ The D epartm ent of F isheries and  Aquatic Resources, 

hereinafter referred to as  the  "D epartm ent” is hereby created  in accordance w ith 

the  provisions of th is  Act.

SEC. 4. J u r is d ic t io n  o f  th e  D e p a rtm en t. - The D epartm ent shall have 

prim ary ju risd iction  over the  m anagem ent, conservation, developm ent, protection, 

utilization and  disposition of all fishery an d  aquatic  resources of the  country, 

including the  h ab ita ts  of fish an d  all o ther m arine life and  over activities w hich 

im pact on these  h ab ita ts , except th a t m unicipal w aters shall rem ain  u n d e r the  

ju risd ic tion  of the  concerned local governm ent u n its  (LGUs). The LGUs shall 

m anage their respective m unicipal w aters in accordance w ith national fishery 

policies, laws, ru les and  regulations.

The D epartm ent shall have the  au thority  to supervise an d  regulate  the 

production  an d  cap tu re  of fish and  fishery p roducts  w ithin its ju risd ic tion , a s  well 

as the  processing an d  m arketing  of all fisheries an d  aquatic  p roducts  in the  

country.

The D epartm ent shall also have the  responsibility  of rationalizing all ocean 

sector initiatives w hich im pact on fish and  m arine resources or their h ab ita t 

including, b u t no t lim ited to: m arine energy exploration and  developm ent; coastal 

and  m arine tourism ; designation of shipping lanes; protected a reas  and  m arine 

industry  developm ent areas. The regulation of these  m arine activities once 

rationalized by the  D epartm ent shall vest upon  the  p a ren t agency for the  

appropria te  sector involved.

SEC. 5. Poiuers a n d  F u n c tio n s . - To accom plish its m andate , the 

D epartm ent shall have  the  following powers, functions and  responsibilities:

(a) Exercise au thority  and  responsibility  over oceans use  of 

fisheries and  their hab ita t;

(b) C oordinate the  im plem entation of fisheries and  ocean sector 

policies, p lans and  laws for all m aritim e com ponents;

(c) Prom ulgate and  enforce fisheries an d  oceans h ab ita t

regulations w hich clarify an d  amplify the  aforem entioned departm en tal 

m andate  in accordance w ith the published  fisheries and  oceans 

m anagem ent plans;



(d) Prepare an d  im plem ent a  com prehensive Fisheries

M anagem ent Plan, based  on the  p recau tionary  principle and  the 

principle of su sta inab le  developm ent u sing  scientifically-generated 

inform ation or b est available evidence on the  s ta tu s  of the  fisheries 

and  m arine resources;

(e) Form ulate an d  im plem ent consisten t with the  developm ental 

fram ework of the National Economic Development Authority a  fishery 

industry  developm ent program  an d  set policies and  s tan d a rd s  for the 

efficient and  economic operation of the  fishing in d u stry  in accordance 

w ith the  objectives of food security  an d  rational and  susta inab le  

developm ent;

(f) Prom ulgate laws, ru les an d  regulations governing the 

conservation and  proper utilization of fisheries and  aquatic  resources 

except in m unicipal w aters which shall rem ain  to be u n d e r the 

ju risd ic tion  of the  LGU concerned;

(g) Issue licenses for the  operation of com m ercial fishing

vessels an d  perm its for the conduct of fishery activities subject to the 

specific carrying capacities of the  resource as  determ ined by scientific 

stud ies or best available evidence w ith preference given to resource 

u se rs  in the  local com m unities living ad jacen t or n earest to the 

m unicipal w aters;

(h) Issue fish w orker licenses and  identification cards free of 

charge to fish w orkers engaged in com m ercial fishing;

(i) Im plem ent the  provisions of Republic Act No. 8550 and  the

relevant provisions of Republic Act No. 8435 and  enforce all fishery 

laws, ru les and  regulations th rough  its fishery officers an d  guard ians 

who shall be vested w ith full police powers including a rrest, search  and  

seizure and  th rough  deputized governm ent officials and  employees, 

punong  barangays an d  officers an d  m em bers of fisherfolk associations 

who have undergone tra in ing  on law enforcem ent;

(j) Perform quasi-judicial an d  allied functions an d  settle conflicts

of resource u se  and  allocation in consu ltation  w ith the National 

F isheries and  Aquatic R esources M anagem ent Council and  the  LGUs 

concerned;

(k) Prescribe ru les and  regulations including visitorial powers, 

p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  g u id e l in e s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .



estab lishm ent, construction , m ain tenance  an d  operation of all fishing 

ports, landing  sites an d  fish m arkets  and  the  operation of b u siness 

therein  except those th a t are owned and  operated  by LGUs;

(l) E stab lish  and  m ain ta in  a  Philippine Fisheries and  Aquatic 

R esources Inform ation System  (PFARIS) th a t will function as  the 

principal depository an d  inform ation server of all fisheries and  ocean- 

related inform ation in the  country, including b u t no t lim ited to the 

s ta tu s  of fisheries and  m arine resources and  the ir h ab ita t, all m a tte rs  

perta in ing  to fisheries production , processing m arketing  an d  research  

re su lts  and  technology advances;

(m) Develop and  im plem ent a  M onitoring Control and

Surveillance System  (MCSS) for Philippine fisheries an d  oceans a t the 

national and  regional levels to en su re  th a t the  fisheries an d  m arine 

resources in Philippine w aters are judiciously  and  wisely utilized and  

m anaged on a  su sta in ab le  basis;

(n) Actively engage in the conservation, protection and

rehabilita tion  of rare , th rea ten ed  an d  endangered  m arine species as  it 

m ay determ ine including their hab ita ts;

(o) Im plem ent relevant provisions of in te rna tiona l trea ties  and  

agreem ents su ch  as, b u t not lim ited to, the  Convention on the 

In ternational Trade in Endangered  Species of Wild Flora and  F auna, 

United N ations Convention on the  Law of the Sea, Convention on 

Biological Diversity an d  form ulate ru les and  regulations for the  

conservation and  m anagem ent of stradd ling  fish stocks an d  highly 
m igratory species;

(p) D esignate m arine a reas  as  protected  a reas  for the  special 

pu rposes s ta ted  in the  notice of declaration;

(q) Form ulate an d  enforce the Code of Practice for A quaculture 

and  Code of C onduct for Responsible Fisheries;

(r) Prom ote in ternational economic an d  technical cooperation in

the  fisheries an d  oceans sectors an d  in in tegrated  oceans m anagem ent, 

especially w ithin the  ASEAN region;

(s) Impose adm inistrative sanctions including fines for m inor

fisheries an d  ocean infractions, in accordance w ith the schedules and  

lim its as agreed upon  by the  D epartm ent of Ju s tic e  and  em bodied in 

fisheries regulations;



(t) Acquire, m ain tain , operate, p u rchase , ease or dispose, 

th rough  the  Philippine F isheries Developm ent A uthority (PFDA), 

equipm ent and  facilities su ch  a s  sh ipyards, fishing vessels, fishing 

g ears , a n d  re fr ig e ra te d  tru c k s , ice p la n ts  a n d  cold s to ra g es , 

com m unication, and  aq u acu ltu re  facilities;

(u) Fix, a ssess  an d  collect reasonab le  fees, tolls, charges,

ren ta ls  and  the  like, th rough  the  PFDA, for the  use, sale of properties, 

equipm ent, facilities and  services to support the  D epartm en t’s projects 

and  to ad ju st the  sam e as  w arranted;

(v) Provide, th rough  the PFDA in fras tru c tu re  support su ch  as 

m unicipal fishing ports  and  m arkets, farm -to-m arket roads, quality 

laboratories in fish ports, m arketing  facilities, local fisheries sh ip 

building and  repair facilities, an d  post-harvest facilities, in cooperation 

w ith concerned agencies;

(w) E stab lish  an d  im plem ent, th rough  the  PFDA a National

M arketing A ssistance Program , aim ed a t ensu ring  the  generation of the 

h ighest possible incom e for flsherfolk and  fishery-related en terprises, 

m atching  supply and  dem and in both dom estic and  foreign m arkets;

(x) A dm inister a  fisheries m odernization credit program  to

finance fishery projects of flsherfolks, fish farm ers, fish processors, 

com m ercial fishers and  o ther qualified borrowers; and

(y) Perform all o ther functions consisten t w ith th is  Act and  as 

m ay be provided by law.

SEC. 6. C om position  - The D epartm ent shall consist of an  Office of the  

Secretary, the  offices of the  U ndersecretary  for F isheries Production and 

Utilization, U ndersecretary  for F isheries Conservation an d  M anagem ent, and  an  

U ndersecretary  for O perations.

SEC. 7. The S e c re ta ry . -  The Secretary of the  D epartm ent of F isheries and  

Aquatic R esources shall be appoin ted  by the  P resident and  shall exercise the 

following functions:

(a) Supervise and  control the  D epartm ent an d  all B ureaus, 

Offices and  In stitu tes  u n d e r it;



(b) Exercise au thority  and  assu m e responsibility  for the 

perform ance of the  powers an d  functions of the  D epartm ent;

(c) Advise the President on the  prom ulgation of policies, ru les

and  regulations, and  o ther issu an ces  relative to the  susta inab le  

developm ent and  m anagem ent of fisheries and  oceans resources;

(d) E stab lish  m anagem ent policies and  s tan d a rd s  for the

efficient and  effective operation of the  D epartm ent in accordance w ith the 

program s of the  governm ent;

(e) Prom ulgate ru les, regulations an d  o ther issuance  in carrying out 

the  D epartm ent’s m andate, objectives, policies, p lans, program s and 

projects; and

(f) Perform such  o ther functions as m ay be provided by law or 

assigned by the  President.

SEC. 8. The U n d e rse c re ta ry . -  The Secretary shall be assis ted  by the  three 

(3) U ndersecretaries, nam ely, the U ndersecretary  for Fisheries Production and 

Utilization; the  U ndersecretary for Fisheries Conservation and  M anagement; and  the 

U ndersecretary for O perations.

No person shall be appointed U ndersecretary  of the  D epartm ent u n less  he is 

a  Filipino citizen; a t least a  degree holder in fisheries, public adm in istra tion , 

m anagem ent, econom ics, law or o ther equivalent relevant disciplines, h a s  actual 

experience in adm in istra tion  an d  m anagem ent for a t least ten  (10) years and  h as  

general practical knowledge of fisheries.

Each U ndersecretary  shall be a  career officer an d  appointed by the  President 

upon the  recom m endation of the  Secretary.

SEC. 9. F u n c tio n s  o f  th e  U n d e rse c re ta r ie s  f o r  F ish e rie s  P ro d u c tio n  a n d  

U tiliza tio n  a n d  f o r  F ish e rie s  C o n serv a tio n  a n d  M an ag em en t s h a l l  h a w  th e  
fo llo w in g  fu n c tio n s :

(a) Advise the  Secretary on the  form ulation of policies

program s, p lans, ru les  an d  regulations as  well a s  on the  prom ulgation of 

D epartm ent O rders, A dm inistrative O rders, and  o ther issu an ces  with 

respect to h is /h e r  area  of responsibility;



(b) Exercise supervision and  control over the b u reau s , offices, 

services and  operating u n its  u n d e r h is /h e r  responsibility;

(c) Coordinate the functions and  activities of the u n its  u n d er

h is /h e r  responsibility w ith those of the o ther u n its  in the D epartm ent;

(d) Liaison with concerned governm ent departm en ts, agencies,

and  offices to ensu re  effective coordination in the  m anagem ent of the  

fisheries and  oceans sector; and

(e) Perform such  o ther functions as  m ay be provided by law or 

assigned by the Secretary.

SEC. 10. F u n c tio n s  o f  th e  O ffice o f  th e  U n d e rse c re ta ry  f o r  O p e ra tio n s . -

a) Exercise supervision and  control over the  regional offices.

b) Coordinate, harm onize and  package the  policies, p lans, program s and  

p ro jec ts  of all the  B u re au s , S erv ices, Offices a n d  U nits of th e  

D epartm ent, for the  proper im plem entation by the  regional offices.

c) Advise the Secretary in the  form ulation of policies, p lans and  

program s a s  well a s  on the  prom ulgation of ru les, regulations and  orders 

w ith respect to h is /h e r  a rea  of responsibility;

d) Exercise supervision and  control over the  Fisheries

Inspection and  Q uaran tine  Inspection Service and  the  B ureau  of F ishery 

Econom ics an d  Statistics;

e) E stab lish  linkage w ith local governm ent u n its , local fisherfolk 

associations and  organizations, non-governm ent organizations and  

peoples’ organizations and  supervise support and  extension services at 

all regional, provincial and  m unicipal levels; and

f) Perform  o ther functions as  m ay be provided by law or 

assigned  by the  Secretary.

SEC. 11. O th e r O ffices u n d e r  th e  Office o f  th e  S e c re ta ry . - In addition, 

there  shall be a  National F isheries and  Aquatic R esources M anagem ent Council, a  

National F isheries Research an d  Development In stitu te , and  an  Office of Ocean and  

M arine Affairs.

There shall likewise be estab lished , a  F isheries and  Aquatic R esources 

Inform ation Service, Policy Analysis and  Planning Service, as well a s  Personnel,



Finance, Legal an d  Property and  G eneral Services, w hich shall be u n d e r the  control 

and  supervision of the Office of the  Secretary.

The Office of O cean an d  M arine Affairs sh a ll have a u th o rity  an d  

responsibility  over ocean use. It shall be the  D epartm en t’s prim ary agency tasked  

w ith the  im plem entation of the  National M arine Policy an d  the  relevant provisions 

of the  United N ations Convention on the  Law of the  Sea. Any and  all u se  of the 

ocean shall require the  assessm en t and  clearance by th is  Office which shall 

rationalize initiatives th a t will negatively im pact on fisheries or the ir hab ita t. It 

shall coordinate the  im plem entation of fisheries and  ocean sector policies, p lans 

and  laws for all m aritim e com ponents. It shall be headed by a D irector and  shall 

have the  following divisions:

(a) O ceans Use A ssessm ent and  C learance Division;

(b) National and  In ternational O ceans Law and  Policy 

Division;

(c) Special Projects Division and

(d) Technical Division.

The Philippine F isheries Development A uthority created  by Presidential 

Decree No, 977 as  am ended, shall be an  a ttach ed  agency of the  D epartm ent u n d er 

the  Office of the  Secretary.

SEC. 12. B u re a u s , A gencies a n d  S e rv ices  u n d e r  th e  O ffice o f  th e  

U n d e rse c re ta ry  f o r  F ish e r ie s  P ro d u c tio n  a n d  U tiliza tio n . - The following 

bu reau s, agencies and  services, a ttached  to the  D epartm ent and  u n d e r the  

supervision and  control of the  U ndersecretary  for F isheries Production and  

Utilization are hereby created. They shall exercise the  following functions:

(a) B ureau o f Aquaculture an d  Inland Fisheries (BAIF) - The

BAIF shall, am ong o thers, be responsib le for regulating aqu acu ltu re  

o p e ra tio n s  in  line  w ith  th e  In te rn a tio n a l Code of C o n d u c t for 

A quaculture; prom oting the in tensification of aq u acu ltu re  operations in 

e x is tin g  a re a s ;  fo rm u la tin g  a q u a c u ltu re  d ev e lo p m en t p ro g ram s; 

estab lish ing  an d  m ain tain ing  model aq u acu ltu re  farm s and  ponds; 

providing technical a ss is tan ce  to cooperatives and  fishpond operato rs in 

th e  dev elo p m en t of a  v iab le  fish m eal a n d  fish  feeds in d u s try ; 

u n dertak ing  in land fishery resou rces evaluation, and  recom m ending 

m anagem ent and  conservation m easures.
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The B ureau  shall be headed  by a  D irector and  shall be com posed 

of the  following divisions:

i) A quaculture M anagem ent an d  Developm ent Division;

ii) In land  F isheries R esource A ssessm en t an d  C onservation  

Division;

iii) In land Fishery Development and  Extension Division; and

iv) Environm ental Im pact A ssessm ent and  M onitoring Division.

(b) Bureau of Postharvest and  Fisheries Product S tandards 

(BPFPS) -The fishery com ponent of the  B ureau  of A griculture and  

Product S tan d ard s  created  u n d e r Section 61 of Republic Act No. 6435 

shall be transferred  to the  BPFPS which shall form ulate and  enforce 

s tan d a rd s  of quality in the processing, preservation, packaging, labeling 

im p o rta tio n , ex p o rta tio n , d is tr ib u tio n  a n d  a d v e rtis in g  of fishery  

p roducts; conduct research  on product s tandard ization , alignm ent of the  

local s ta n d a rd s  w ith  th e  in te rn a tio n a l s ta n d a rd s ;  p ro m o te  an d  

streng then  semi- processing and  handling; and  develop valued-added 

fishery p roducts for dom estic consum ption  an d  export.

The B ureau  shall have a  Director, two A ssistan t D irectors, one for 

Product S tan d ard s  an d  Technical Services and  the  o ther for Industry  

Com pliance and  C onsum er Protection and  the  following divisions:

U nder the  A ssistan t D irector for P roduct S tan d ard s  an d  Technical 
Services -

i) S tan d a rd s  Development an d  Prom otion Division;

ii) Technical Services Division;

iii) V alue-added Products Developm ent an d  Promotion Division; and

iv) Fish Processing Technology Division,

U nder the  A ssistan t D irector for Industry  Com pliance and  
C onsum er Protection --

i) Industry  Com pliance Division;

ii) C onsum er Affairs Division; and

iii) A rbitration an d  D ispute Resolution 

Division.

(c) Bureau of Fisheries Extension, Training and  Support



Institu te , it sh alt determ ine an d  estab lish  the  carrying capacity  an d  total 

allowable catch  (TAG) for a  p a rticu la r resource, it shall set the  allowable 

fishing effort based  on the  carrying capacity  of the resource an d  TAG and  

accordingly issue  com m ercial fishing licenses and  perm its. It shall be 

headed by a  D irector and  two A ssistan t D irectors an d  shall have the 

following divisions:

(i) C oastal R esources M anagem ent Division;

(ii) O ceanography Division;

(iii) F isheries Licensing Division;

(iv ) B io te c h n o lo g y , B io s a fe ty  a n d

Bioprospecting Division; and

(v) F isheries Law Enforcem ent Division.

The F isheries Law Enforcem ent Division shall operate the  National 

and  Zonal M onitoring Surveillance System. It shall estab lish  fishery air and  

ocean patro l as  well as conduct law enforcem ent tra in ings and  

recom m end to the Secretary the  deputation  of governm ent em ployees and  

m em bers of fisherfolk associations as  fishery guard ians. It shall have the 

supervision and  control of fishery officers and  guard ians and  the corps of 

specialists responsible for the enforcem ent of fishery laws, ru les and 

regulations and  the efficient m onitoring and  surveillance of fishing 

activities w ithin Philippine territorial w aters. It shall have the  following units:

i) The National an d  F isheries Zone M onitoring and  

Surveillance C enter w hich shall have a  National 

Coordinating C enter and  several F isheries Zones M onitoring 

an d  Surveillance C enters. It is fu rth er subdivided into the 

Vessel Tracking and  Remote Sensing Office, an d  the 

D atabase and  Inform ation Center;

ii) The Fisheries Air Patrol an d  O ceans Patrol, and  

the  Regulatory Staff com posed of F ishery Officers,

D eputized Fisheries G uard ians and  to corps of specialists 

from the  DND, PNP-MARICOM ,DILG, DFA and  DOJ. The 

Fishery Officers shall have full police powers relative to the 

enforcem ent of fishery laws, ru les and  regulations including 

a rrest, search  and  seizure, an d  shall have the  au thority  to

directly file com plaints for violation of fishery laws, ru les  and  
reg u la tio n s .
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1. The Bureau of Marine Protected Areas and  Wildlife

(BMPAW) - The BMPAW is a  line b u reau  responsible for estab lish ing  

an d  m ain tain ing  m arine protected  a reas  and  wildfire sanc tuaries. It shall lead 

in the conduct of scientific researches on the proper strateg ies for the 

conservation and  protection of m arine wildlife an d  the ir h ab ita t including 

breeding or propagation. It shall also estab lish  M arine Wildlife Rescue C enters 

to take custody of all confiscated, s tranded  or abandoned  m arine wildlife. It 

shall have the  au thority  to issue  Com m ittee on In ternational T rade on 

Endangered Species (CITES) Perm its an d  shall be both  the  CITES M anagem ent 

and  Scientific A uthorities of the  Philippines. It shall be the  lead agency in the 

fulfillment of the  cou n try ’s obligations u n d e r CITES, the Convention on 

Biological Diversity and  o ther trea ties  and  in te rna tiona l agreem ents. It shall 

have the  following divisions:

i) M arine Protected Areas Division;

ii) M arine Wildlife Rescue Centers;

iii) Endangered M arine Species Captive Breeding Centers;

iv) CITES M anagem ent Authority;

v) E n d an g ered  M arine Wildlife R esearch  C en ter sh a ll be th e  

D epartm en t’s CITES Scientific A uthority which shall coordinate 

w ith academ ic in s titu tio n s  designated as  scientific au thorities; 
and

vi) Biodiversity Division.

Sec. 14. The U n d e rse c re ta ry  for O p era tio n s. — The U ndersecretary  for 

operations shall have direct control and  supervision over all regional offices and  

the following u n it and  bureau :

(a) The Fisheries Inspection and  Quarantine Inspection Service (FIQISI - 

The FIQIS shall have line functions an d  shall be responsible for the  

inspection and  qu aran tin e  of all fishery related  activities including the 

conduct of qu aran tin e  and  quality inspection of all fish and  fishery / 

aquatic  p roducts  com ing into and  going ou t of the  country  by air or 

w ater tran sp o rt to detect the  presence of fish p est and  diseases; the  

regu lar inspection of processing p lan ts, storage facilities, abatto irs , as 

well a s  public and  private m arkets  in order to en su re  freshness, 

safety and  quality of p roducts and  to en su re  th a t these  p roducts  

conform  to the  s tan d a rd s  prescribed  by the  D epartm ent and  the
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qu aran tin e  of aquatic  an im als an d  fishery p roducts  determ ined  or 

suspected  to be w ith fishery pest and  d iseases and  prevent the 

m ovem ent or trade  from and  into the country  of these  p roducts  so 

prohibited  or regulated  u n d e r existing laws, ru les or regulations and  

in te rna tiona l agreem ents of which the  Philippines is a  S tate  Party. It 

shall have the  following units;

i) Regional Fishery Inspection and  Q uaran tine  Offices;

ii) Cyanide D etection Centers;

iii) Regional Fish H ealth Centers; and

iv) S tan d ard s  Enforcem ent Division.

(b) The B ureau o f Fishery Economics an d  Statistics (BEES) -  The BFES 

shall be a  line bu reau  responsible for estab lish ing  benchm ark  d a ta  on 

the  s tru c tu re  of the  fishery industry . It shall conduct research  and  

s tud ies on the  socio-econom ics of various fishery operations, collect 

d a ta  on fisheiy production, and  estab lish  a  netw ork of fishery 

inform ation, docum entation , and  dissem ination. It shall have the 

following divisions:

i) F isheiy  S ta tistics Division;

ii) Socioeconomic Division; and

iii) Fishery Inform ation Division.

SEC. 15. R eg io n a l O ffices a n d  F u n c tio n s . -  The D epartm ent shall have 

su ch  departm ent-w ide regional offices as m ay be necessary  in the  adm inistrative 

regions each to be headed by a  Regional Director, who shall be ass is ted  by an  

A ssistan t Regional Director. Each regional office shall have support staffs a s  m ay 

be necessary  and  four line divisions which shall have the  following du ties  an d  
responsibilities:

(a) Provide efficient an d  effective front-line service to the  fishery an d  

aquatic  in d u stiy  sector, particu larly  to the  m unicipal fisherm en;

(b) Im plem ent in its a rea  of ju risd ic tion , the  laws, policies, p lans, 

program s, projects, ru les  and  regulations of the  D epartm ent;

(c) C oordinate w ith the  Regional Office of the  o ther departm en ts, offices 

an d  agencies in the  region; and

(d) Perform  o ther functions a s  m ay be provided by law or assigned  by the 
Secretary.
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SEC. 16. A p p o in tm e n t a n d  Q u a lif ic a tio n  o f  D irec to rs . -  The D irectors of 

the  B ureau , Offices, and  Agencies and  the Regional D irectors shall be appoin ted  by 

the  Secretary, upon  the  recom m endation of the  U ndersecretaries concerned. The 

D irectors m u st have a  degree in law, or a  m aster of science degree in M arine 

Fisheries, O ceanography, F isheries Biology, M arine Biology, F isheries Technology, 

Microbiology or related sciences, or public adm in istra tion  and  a t least five (5) years 

of experience either in the public or private sector, in m arine fisheries research  and  

developm ent, or in the  fisheries industry .

SEC. 17. A bo lition , T ra n s fe r  a n d  M erger. -  The B ureau  of F isheries and  

Aquatic R esources (BFAR) reconstitu ted  by Republic Act No. 8550, is hereby 

abolished and  its relevant functions, appropria tions records, properties, equipm ent 

and  personnel are hereby transferred  to the  D epartm ent of F isheries an d  Aquatic 

Resources: Provided, however. T hat no official or employee of the BFAR shall be 

laid off in the  im plem entation of th is  Section.

The National an d  M unicipal F isheries an d  Aquatic R esources M anagem ent 

Councils created  by Republic Act No. 8550 shall be transferred  to the  Office of the 

Secretary of the  D epartm ent of F isheries an d  Aquatic Resources.

The National F isheries R esearch and  Development In stitu te  created  by 

Republic Act No. 8550 is transferred  to the  departm en t and  shall serve as  its 
principal research  arm .

The P h ilipp ine  F ish e rie s  D evelopm ent A u tho rity  (PFDA) c re a te d  by 

Presidential Decree No. 977 including its relevant functions, appropria tions 

records, properties, equipm ent an d  personnel, is hereby transferred  to the 

D epartm ent of F isheries an d  Aquatic R esources as  an  a ttached  agency u n d e r the 

Office of the  Secretary: Provided, however. T hat the Secretaiy  of the  D epartm ent of 

F isheries and  Aquatic R esources shall be the  new ch airm an  of the Board: Provided 

further. T hat no official or employee of the  PFDA shall be laid off in the 

im plem entation of th is  Section.

The Philippine Technical Advisory Com m ittee of the  SEAFDEC A quaculture 

D epartm ent created  u n d e r Executive O rder No. 834, dated  October 4, 1962, 

including its relevant functions, appropria tions, records, properties, equipm ent 

and  personnel, is hereby transferred  an d  a ttach ed  to the D epartm ent of F isheries 

and  Aquatic Resources: Provided, T hat no official or employee of the Board shall be 

laid off in the  im plem entation of th is  Section.

The Philippine Council for Aquatic and  M arine R esearch and  Developm ent is
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abolished and  all its  personnel records, appropria tions, property  and  equipm ent 

are transferred  to the National F isheries R esearch an d  Development Institu te  of the 

D epartm ent of F isheries and  Aquatic Resources.

The M arine Research and  Conservation Division and  the  different Sections 

th e re u n d e r  a n d  th e  C o asta l E n v iro n m en t P rogram  in c lu d in g  its  re lev an t 

appropria tions, personnel, records, property and  equipm ent, all m arine an d  coastal 

related  projects and  program s of the  D epartm ent of Environm ent and  N atural 

Resources, and  all fisheries related  functions of the  DENR u n d er Executive O rders 

No. 192 and  292, except the  functions of the  enforcem ent of w ater pollution laws, 

ru les and  regulations, are hereby transferred  to the  D epartm ent of F isheries and  

Aquatic Resources.

The fisheries-related sections of the  B ureau  of A gricultural R esearch, the  

B ureau  of A gricultural S tatistics and  the  A gricultural T raining In stitu te  of the  

D epartm ent of A griculture are  hereby abolished an d  all its  personnel, records, 

appropria tions, property  and  equipm ent are transferred  to the  D epartm ent of 

Fisheries and  Aquatic Resources.

SEC. 18. T ra n s ito ry  P ro v isio n s . -  In accom plishing the  ac ts  of organizing 

the  departm en t as  herein prescribed, the  following provisions shall be complied 
with:

a) The transfer of a  governm ent u n it or agency shall include the functions, 

appropria tions, funds, records, equipm ent, facilities, choses in action, 

rights, o ther a sse ts  and  liabilities, if any, of the  transferred  u n it or 

agency as  well as  the personnel thereof, a s  m ay be necessary , who shall, 

pending reappoin tm ent, continue to perform  their respective du ties  and  

responsibilities and  receive the  corresponding salaries an d  benefits in a 
hold-over capacity.

b) The transfer of functions w hich re su lts  in the  abolition of the  governm ent 

u n it or agency th a t h a s  exercised them , shall include the  appropriations, 

funds, records, equipm ent, facilities, choses in action, rights, o ther 

a sse ts  and  personnel as  m ay be necessary  to the proper discharge of the 

transferred  functions. Its liabilities, if any, shall likewise be trea ted  in 

accordance w ith the  G overnm ent Auditing Code and  o ther pertinen t 

laws, ru les  and  regulations. Its personnel shall, pending reappoin tm ent, 

continue to perform  their du ties  and  responsibilities and  receive the 

corresponding salaries an d  benefits in a  holdover capacity.

16



SEC. 19. O rg a n iz a tio n  C om m ittee . -  The duly appointed Secretary of 

F isheries an d  A quatic R esources shall im m ediately create  an  organization  

com m ittee w hich shall s tudy  and  form ulate the staffing p a tte rn , qualification 

s tan d a rd s , and  placem ent of personnel in the D epartm ent, its  services, b u reau s, 

and  offices. The Com m ittee shall be com posed of represen tatives from the 

D epartm ent of Budget and  M anagem ent, Civil Service Com m ission, the  fishery 

industry  and  the academ e.

SEC. 20. A p p ro p ria tio n s . - For the  effective im plem entation of th is  Act, the  

am oun t of Five Billion Pesos (P5,000,000,000.00) is hereby appropria ted  from the 

u n approp ria ted  funds of the National T reasury  and  the  cu rren t budgetary  

appropria tions of the  B ureau  of F isheries and  Aquatic Resources, including its 

regional offices, the  ap p ro p ria tio n s  of th e  Philippine F ish ing  D evelopm ent 

Authority, and  the budgetary  provision of the  Philippine Council for Aquatic and  

M arine R esearch Development. The am ount necessary  for the  construction  of a 

national office of the D epartm ent of F isheries and  Aquatic R esources equivalent is 

hereby appropria ted  from the  u n approp ria ted  funds of the  National T reasury.

The revenues w hich the  D epartm ent will generate  from its licensing 

operations, the  fees collected from the  proper services delivered by the  D epartm ent, 

and  the adm inistrative fines im posed by the  National F isheries Regulatory and  

Adjudication Board shall constitu te  the  D epartm en t’s revolving fund from which 

am oun ts  necessary  to carry  ou t the  special research  projects, m anagem ent and  

conservation program s, staff developm ent program s, and  the  acquisition  of 

equipm ent, vessels, and  airp lanes, helicopters of the  M onitoring and  Surveillance 

C enter shall be taken: Provided, however, T hat the  fishpond ren ta ls  shall accrue  to 

the  National F isheries R esearch and  Development Institu te  as  provided u n d e r 

Section 46 (c) of Republic Act no. 8550. The u se  of funds shall be sub ject to COA 
ru les  and  regulations.

SEC. 21. S e p a ra b il i ty  C lau se . -  If any  provision of th is  Act is declared 

unconstitu tiona l and  inoperative, the  o ther provisions no t so declared shall rem ain  
in force and  effect.

SEC. 22. R e p e a lin g  C lau se . -  All laws, decrees, orders, ru les and  

regulations or p a rts  thereof inconsisten t w ith the  Act or the  ru les and  regulations
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prom ulgated  p u rs u a n t there to  a re  hereby  repealed or am ended accordingly.

SEC. 23. E ffe c tiv ity  C lau se . -  This Act shall take  effect fifteen (15) days 

after publication  in  two (2) na tional new spaper of general circulation.

Approved,
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